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This is the (slightly edited) text of an invited talk at the 1998 ACM OOPSLA conference.  Richard
Gabriel reports that the fellow sitting next to him, on seeing Steele walk up onto the stage wearing
a suit and tie, remarked that they must be in for some sort of marketing talk or sales pitch.  Well,
he was right, in a way−−but the talk was not at all in the form he expected!

This talk argues that most programming languages have impoverished vocabularies that make
them awkward to use.  The talk also makes a case for designing facilities into programming
languages to allow the programmer, not just the language designer, to add new facilities to the
language, to grow the language for the benefit of other programmers.  What makes the talk
unusual is that it is reflexive, or metacircular, serving as an example of the phenomenon 
being described.
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