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Abstract:

These proceedings record the Second International Workshop on Persistence and Java, that was held in
Half Moon Bay in the San Francisco Bay Area, in August 1997. The focus of the workshop series is the
relationship between the Java platform and long-term storage, such as databases and orthogonal persis-
tence. If future application programmers building large and long-lived systems are to be well supported, it is
essential that the lessons of existing research into language and persistence combinations are utilized,
and that the research community develops further results needed for the Java platform.

The initial idea for the workshop series came from Malcolm Atkinson who leads the Persistence and Distri-
bution Research Group at Glasgow University, and who is a Visiting Professor at SunLabs. The workshop
series is one of the fruits of the collaboration between the Forest group at SunLabs, led by Mick Jordan,
and the Glasgow group.
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This report contains the proceedings of the
Second International Workshop on Persis-
tence and Java. The workshop was held on
August 13-15th, 1997 at the Half Moon Bay
Lodge in the San Francisco Bay Area and
attended by approximately 45 people, com-
prising paper authors and invited participants.
The workshop also hosted a parallel meeting
of the Object Database Management Group to
facilitate exchange of ideas and informal com-
munication.

A year is a long time in the evolution of the
Java platform and this was borne out by the
submitted papers and the makeup of the partic-
ipants. Along with the major academic
research groups, practically all of the object
database vendors were represented.

In contrast to the first workshop, which was
mostly focused on debating the appropriate
form of persistence mechanisms for Java, with
little in the way of actual implementations,
many of the papers in this workshop were con-
cerned with discussing actual implementa-
tions. Several papers contained experimental
measurements of the systems, although these
tended to be for small standard benchmarks,
notably OO1. We look forward in the future to
more comprehensive and comparative mea-
surements, that will enable the costs and bene-
fits of the different approaches to persistence
to be analyzed.

The workshop schedule contained a demon-
stration segment. Several groups, both aca-
demic and commercial, gave demonstrations
of their systems in action.

Although we must admit to some bias, the
workshop offered some evidence that the
notion of orthogonal persistence is becoming
accepted as the appropriate choice for object
persistence in Java. Indeed, one invited partici-
pant mistakenly concluded that the workshop
was specifically for the orthogonal persistence

community! Evidently we need to increase
participation from the relational and object-
relational communities.

As last year, we polled the participants on
whether we should hold a third workshop in
1998, particularly since the Eighth Persistent
Object Systems workshop (POS8) will occur,
and many of the participant overlap. The con-
clusion was that we should jointly hold the two
workshops at the same location, with a short-
ened PJW3 immediately following POS8.

We would like to thank all the participants and
the program committee for their contributions
to a successful workshop. We owe a special
vote of thanks for Linda Browning of SunLabs
who handled all the administrative details and
local arrangements. Finally, we would like to
thank Bert Sutherland, SunLabs director, for
his continued support of the workshop series.

Mick Jordan and Malcolm Atkinson
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